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THE MONTH. 


Ir is now clear that, in the administrative reforms which the Allied Powers wi! 
press on the adoption of the Porte, England will act generally in concert both with 
Austria and Russia; in other words, that Count Andrassy’s Note will constitute the 
basis on which both demands and negotiations will proceed. In fact, the English 
Cabinet had before them scarcely any other course. It would have been out of a’! 
keeping with the policy which we have so long pursued with reference to Turkev 
had we shrunk from vindicating the rights of the Christian subjects of the Porte, ur 
from protesting against the tyranny and -misrule of which they have so long and » 
indisputably been the victims. For many years we have been the firm upholders of 
the integrity of the Ottoman Empire; we bave bound ourselves by treaty to maintain 
it, and have contended for its maintenance by force of arms ; but upon the distinct 
understanding that the internal administration of the Sultan's government should be 
conformed to the spirit of the age, and to the requirements of the various races subject 
to the Ottoman dominion. Our protection of Turkey has, so to speak, been con- 
ditional, and has given our statesmen a voice in the councils of that empiré, and an 
influence of no inconsiderable kind over the decisions of its rulers. That influence 
we were bound, at the present crisis most especially, to employ in the interests of 
justice and of freedom, and in denunciation of that oppression to which the revolted 
provinces of Turkey have been so long and so ruthlessly exposed. It was alao to be 
borne fi mind by the British Cabinet that the other Powers of Europe claiming 
a share in directing the councils of the Sultan would be certain to take steps for en- 
forcing on the Porte a policy in accordance with their views, and that, were Britain 
to stand aloof from these communications, Turkey, even if not snoouraged absolutely 
to resist their demands, might endanger her own integrity by a partial and imperfect 
acquiescence. Nor could it be forgotten that England, whilst expressing her agree- 
ment in the general principles of Count Andrassy’s Note, would thereby not be pre- 
cluded, but rather enabled to exert her influence in modifying his recommendations 
(if needful) when the question should arise, how those recommendations might be 
carried into practical effect. No class or party in this country is, therefore, at all 
likely to quarrel with the decision of the English Ministry, nor will Tarkey be un- 
duly aggrieved by the part which this nation plays in the affair. The Sultan’x 
Cabinet is in no position to assume any lofty airs of independence. When the Allied 
Powers disagree ationgst themselves as to the policy which Turkey should adopt, 
such an attitude may sometimes be apparent; but now, even were the European 
Governments to differ, the Porte has no choice but to succumb. If it would preserva 
even a remnant of its power, a shadow of its former prestige and authority, that 
can only be by its deference to the counsels of the other European States. Its finan- 
cial embarrassments altogether preclude it even from the thought of war. Nor would 
the public opinion of Europe, in any event, be favourable to its partition (like that 
of Poland in the last century) amongst the other Powers of the Continent. We may, 
therefore, on every ground congratulate ourselves that there is no danger, in the 
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not be sanguine as to the ultimate results of any administrative reforms in the domi- 
nions of the Sultan, or even be able to believe that such reforms can, by Turkish officials, 
of whatever degree, be honestly and fully carried out ; but we may fairly hope that 
present disturbances will be allayed, that some improvement in the condition of the 

. Christian races subject to the Porte will at least be effected, and that time will be 
thus gained for a more thorough consideration than ever of the entire relations of the 
Turkish Empire to the great confederacy of European States. 


Before these pages meet the reader's eye, the elections of members of the new 
French Senate will have been completed. The results of any appeal to the nation 
at amongst our versatile and impulsive neighbours across the Channel are proverbially 
| t uncertain ; and in the present case, the complexity and novelty of the whole proce- 
1 at dure, and the peculiar influences brought to bear on the electors, combine to aggravate 
| : the element of doubt. The varying phases of the contest, whilst awakening « 
keener interest in its issue, have set at nought the calculations of prophetic politicians, 
{| and proved conclusively that the Second Chamber of the new French Parliament 

must, both in its composition and its action, be regarded as more than ordinarily 

experimental. One thing seems probable—that this new body will, as a whole, be 
firm supporters of the Septennate. The moderate Republicans appear likely to 
| constitute a large and respectable minority; but so long as the Marshal-President, 
| Be in his government of the country, shall not exceed the powers vested in him by the 
1 Constitution, none will more earnestly desire his continuance in his present high 
if position. Whilst he remains the Chief of the Executive, the aspirations of the 
variov'; monarchical parties—Legitimists, Orleanists, and Bonapartiste—must of 
necessity be held in check. The Marshal has appealed to the country to elect a 
Conservative Parliament ; yet in France the parties who would fain monopolize that 
designation are the parties most anxious for a great organic change. Whether, 
however, the Bonapartists, with the other Monarchists, or the Republicans may 
eventually prove the stronger power in the State, there is every prospect that, for 
some time to come, there will be a majority in the new Parliament sufficiently strong 
to retain Marshal MacMahon in the exercise of those functions which at present he 
va fulfils. That majority will probably consist of heterogeneous elements ; yet should 
the President aim sincerely to develop the “ Conservative Republic ”—the Constitu- — 
tution as it now exists—and thus postpone or frustrate the schemes of those who are 
labouring for a restoration of the monarchy, there is little doubt that the Liberal 
party in France will be found amongst his most firm ahd reliable supporters. 


The new Circular in relation to fugitive slaves recently issued by the Govern- 
_ ment to the commanders of Her Majesty's ships, for their guidance when in foreign 
ports, seems as little likely to meet with public approbation as the one which the 
indignation of the country not long since compelled the Cabinet hastily and uncon- 
ditionally to withdraw. It was then announced that, before another Circular was 
issued, the whole subject would receive the most careful consideration of the Govern- 
ment. The second attempt, however, in this direction seems to have succeeded no 
better thin the first ; and we can hardly refrain from the inquiry, why the matter 
could not bave been left entirely alone. So far as we know, since the slave-trade 
was declared illegal, and slavery on British soil impossible, our reception of fugitives 
_ from bondage on board our ships of war has been unfettered by restrictions or condi- 
/ tions. The deck of such ships has been believed, all the world over, to be British | 
soil, and, as such, to afford a safe and inviolable refuge to the fugitive. The nation 
has believed itself committed to the principle of not recognizing the legality of 
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slavery, or the so-called “ rights” of slaveowners in any place beneath the sun. That 
principle it has gladly made its own, and now feels no disposition to surrender it ; 
but that it is surrendered, or at least compromised, by the new Circular, as much as — 
by the old, seems indisputable, since the main difference between the two consists in 
this, that whereas the restrictions of the former Circular applied to all our ships, 
wherever they might be, those now imposed apply only to ships in foreign ports 
where slavery prevails, vessels of war upon the high seas being exewpted from their 
operation! This is simply a mockery of concession, since the restrictions are retained 
just where they will be the most effective, and of course obnoxious. It is not to 
vessels on the high seas that fugitives escape from slavery ; restrictions on their 
reception in such vessels would do comparatively little harm. It is in foreign ports 
where slavery prevails that it is most important no restrictions should exist. We are 
glad to perceive that Birmingham, Manchester, Weymouth, and other important 
centres of population are speaking out upon this matter; that a meeting for thy 
metropolis will be convened in Exeter Hall; and that the attention of Parliament 
when it assembles will at once be directed to the subject. For the result we have no 
fears. As Lord Derby himself bas declared, this country will not reverse its legis- 
lation of the pust ; and if we have been self-deluded, if our law or our practice on 
this matter is still uncertain or unsettled, the agitation now aroused will but afford 
firm and satisfactory foundation. 


The “ Week of Prayer "inaugurated some years since at the suggestion of the 


tion. The first week of January, 1876, has formed no exception to its devout and 
general observance. Alike in London and the country, both in England and abroad; 
and wherever for public worship Evangelical Christians are accustomed to assemble, 
united and fervent supplications have ascended to the throne of grace on behalf of 
all those objects, personal, social, and national, which are and must be dear to the 
hearts of true believers, of whatever country or church.- In the metropolis, as was 
natural, special interest of course attached to the meetings held-tmore immediately 
under the supervision of the Alliance. — These gatherings were largely attended, the 
objects of supplication were distinctly marked, and the arrangements planned so as 
to give prominence to nearly all those topics which now so largely engage the atten- 
tion and excite the interest of the Church of Christ, in whatever part of the world it 
may exist. As in previous years,.both confession and thanksgiving were included in 
the idea which the word “ prayer” was intended to convey; and as a matter of fact, 
in the meetings, wherever held, thanksgiving and confession have alike largely 
mingled with the petitions which have been so urgently and universally preferred. 
Supplications for family and social mercies, prayer for classes of persons exposed 
from their age, calling, or position, to special dangers or temptations, were combined 
with entreaties for blessings on our various churshes, our missionary operations, our 
philanthropic and religious societies, our national tranquillity, the union of real 
believers, and the general pacification of the world. In the thankagivings fur mercies 
received, it was natural that special reference should be made to that great wave 
of evangelistic blessing which has rolled in upon our country during the year which 
has so receutly expired. As the hand of God was distinctly traceable in that mighty 
impulse, and in the happy results which have succeeded it, so should it now be spe- 
cially and gratefully acknowledged. This obligation was not lost sight of in the 


recent meetings of the Week of Prager, and thankagiving was d-ly offered for the 
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, tians, of each succeeding year—may now be regarded almost as an established institu- 


them to renewed and intensified activity in Christian work ; and that blessings on the 
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It will be matter for satisfaction to all rightly-thinking men that a judgment so 
based on reason and historic fact should have been given by the Judicial 
Summittee of the Privy Council in the Owston Ferry case. The Lord Chancillor, 
views held respecting it by the great majority of Englishmen. It is now oC 
settled that the designation of “reverend,” commonly used by and applied to 
ministers of religion, of whatever Church or denomination they may be, is no legal 
title, to be claimed exclusively by some and rightfally refused to others, but a mere 
epithet or appellation of respect, which the courtesy of society applies to all, and 
which none but those who regard all teachers save themselves as “ unauthorized,” 
would withhold wilfully from any. We rejoice that by this decision a blow has 
been quietly but most effectively dealt at that narrow clerical exclusiveness which 
discredits the ministers of any Church within whose pale it may be shown, to a far 
greater degree than any monopoly of the designation in question could confer upon 
them honour. The appellation may be worth little or nothing in iteelf, it may even 
on some grounds be open to objection ; but those who would arrogate it to them- 
selves alone, and refuse its application to other men quite as devout, as earnest, and 
as faithful in the Christian ministry, deserve the rebuke and the discomfiture which 
in this case they have so pointedly and effectively received. 


‘The case of Jenkins r. Cook, on which judgment is, as yet, reserved, raises many 
curious and suggestive questions as to the legal right of clergymen to withhold the 
Communion from their parishioners on account of any peculiar doctrines or errors 
they may unquestionably hold. It is generally believed that the cases are but few in 
which the Sacrament can be rightfully withheld, and that these cases are those in 
which men either lead immoral lives, or openly repudiate some of the fundamental 
doctrines of the faith. In this case it is comtended both that the doctrine of the 
personality of Satan is not an essential of the Christian faith, and that the denial 
of this doctrine by Mr. Jenkins has not been notorious or public, but only made 
known to the Vicar by « private and privileged communication. On both these 
grounds it is urged that the Vicar had no right to repel Mr. Jenkins from the table. 
It is, of course, unlikely that the question in this special form shoald recur in any other 
case; but the general principle of a clergyman’s right to refuse the Communion to a 
_ parishioner for supposed heretical opinions, privately expressed, if admitted, will be, 
as « precedent, of general and national importance. © ‘ 


= 


Lord Penzance, the new Dean of Arches, has reserved his judgment in the 
Folkestone case, which, being the first prosecution under the Public Worship Regu- 
lation Act, has excited much interest. The charges brought against the incumbent, 
the Rev. C. J. Ridsdale, were, however, only of the ordinary kind in similar cases of 
‘Ritualistic innovation, including the use of lighted candles on the “altar,” wearing 
‘ eucharistic” vestments, mixing wine with water at the Communion, using wafer , 
bread, standing with his back to the people, and erecting “ stations of the Cross.” 
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. continuance in various parts of the country, on the Continent, and also in America, 
. of evangelistic effort, of an active and persistent kind, crowned with all the tokens 
| of a blessing from on high. May we not also hope that the supplications of the Week 
@ 
| Church and world alike will come down from the Author every 
and perfect gift, in response to the petitions which have ascended to His throne! 
| 
| 
| 


— EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 37 


Some of the alleged practices the defendant denied, whilst others, he contended, were 
mot proved to be unlawful. The decision on this case, as the first under the new 
jarisdiction, is eagerly anticipated, and may have an important bearing both on 
future prosecutions and on public opinion in regard to the probable efficiency of the 
Act for the ends for which it was enacted. 


It is = matter of deep regret that the discreet and judicious counsels on the 
subject of the Burials Bill, given by the Primate of all England, seem so little likely 
to be taken. Passing strange indeed it does appear that advice so temperately and so 
wisely given should, in some clerical circles, he so utterly ignored and putaside. The 
important question whether the remains of departed Nonconformists shall be allowed 
to be laid side by side with those of their brethren of the National Charch by such 
Christian ministers, and with such services, as they themselves may have desired, or 
their surviving frierids and relations may prefer, will now shortly come up for legis- 
lative settlement. It is, as the leading journal has ably pointed out, of the utmost 
consequence that when this matter is once settled, it should be settled once for all, 
and that the agitating controversies and acrimonious debates it bas excited should 
for ever and effectually be laid to rest. 


A new phase in the Ritualistic movement now presents itself. We behold the 
extraordinary spectacle of an English clergyman desiring beforehand the sanction of 
the Pope, and asking for it through the intervention of a cardinal, to a line of conduct 
which himself and ceriain of his colleagues think they may deem it their duty to 
pursue, in the event of their being prosecuted under the provisions of the Public Wor- 
ship Regulation Act; but which, it also seems, they will follow with still greater ease 
and peace of conscience, if they first of all secure for it the approbation of the Vatican. 
However avowedly many of the Ritualistic clergy may sympathize with both the 
doctrines and the practices of Rome, it is but rarely that they place themselves, before 
the sight of the world, in direct communication with the pretended successor of St. 
Peter. Nor is the substance of the request which this Anglican thus addresses to the 
“ Cardinal-Archbishop of Westminster” less remarkable than the fact that any 
request to such a quarter should be publicly made. That, in the event of certain 
practices in which the writer and those who share his opinions habitually ‘indulge 
being declared illegal, and such as to disqualify these gentlemen from continuing to 
hold preferment in the Church of England, the Roman Pontiff will recognize their 
Christianity, take them under his protection, allow them to retain their Liturgy in 
the English vernacular, and to form themselves into what is called a “ Uniat” 
Church, under the supervision of the “ Holy See,” in a position and with privileges 
similar to those of the Armenians and Maronites,—is certainly what, a few years 
since, would bave been thought a most astounding proposal. But we can never now 
be surprised at the most audacious acts and the most unqualified avowals of the 
Romanizing party. Time was when their real designs were veiled beneath a mask, 
when the tment thet could bo said of thom wes thet they were “ without 
the Pope ;” but now the time for any degree of concealment seems in their judgment 
altogether past, and their concurrence with and complicily in the designs of Rome 
upon the religion and liberties of this country is unblushingly paraded in the sight of 
all men. In the remarkable pamphlet to which we now refer, the “reclamation of 
the masses to Catholic unity” is described as the “peculiar work” which this 
“ Uniat Church” would regard as her own special mission, in furtherance of which 
she would be prepared to accept not only the jurisdiction of the Pope, but the 
dogma of his personal infallibility! Verily, we have fallen upon extraordinary 
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hie times; and one hardly knows whether most to marvel at the hold which, in the 
i boeom of the English Church, Romish doctrines and ritual have really obtained over 
a considerable section of its members, or st the fatuity which leads both the Roman 
and the Romanizing clergy to believe that the majority of the present population of 
Britain, with all the light and liberty, and with all the knowledge of the Scriptures 
which they undoubtedly possess, will ever so renounce their intelligence, their free- 
dom, their long-cherished rights, and their individual exercise of conscience, as to 
bow their heads beneath the yoke of priestly despotism, and to re-impose upon them-— 
velves a burden @hich their fathers found to be alike degrading and impossible to 
bear. 


The League of St. Sebastian—a confraternity founded with the express purpose 
of restoring, whenever practicable, the temporal power of the Pope—has just cele- 
brated the fifth anniversary of its existence. From the pretentious designation of 
: this brotherhood it might, primd facie, be supposed that its existence was a standing 

menace to the peace of Europe, and hardly compatible, on British soil, with the 
Bi friendly relations so happily subsisting between our own Government and the 
| li Sovereign of Italy. All such apprehensions, however, are at once dispelled on 

a reading the speeches of these zealous upholders of the Papacy who assembled to 
record their emphatic protest against the “ wicked spoliation” of the Pope’s dominions 
by the Italian Parliament and people. It seems that this pretentious League, after 
all, does not regard it as its business to “initiate” any attempt to restore to the 
+5 Pope his temporal possessions, but exists simply for the purpose of aiding any such 
it attempts that others may initiate. As, therefore, during the past year Italy has 


remained in statu quo, the League, as its report naively states, has been compelled 

a for another year to remain in a state of absolute inaction. It might be not unrea- 

Hil sonably asked, of what use is a League of this description? But this query 

i silenced by the assertion that the very fact of its existence, as a standing protest 

) against the “ iniquity ” of Italy in annexing the territory of the Pontiff to her own, 

will achieve a moral triumph for the Papal cause ; or, at least, lend a vast amount of 

: moral weight to its defenders. Protestants may-well doubt this, but it is, at any rate, 

iy satisfactory to learn that the domains of ome of England's allies are not at once to 
“be invaded by this formidable League of St. Sebastian. 


The loss by fire, and within so brief a space of time, of two of those training- 
ships on board which youths who, but for the education there received and the dis- 
cipline enforced, might have grown up to be hurtful rather than helpful members of 
society, but who, in these floating homes, have been rescued from pauperism and 
vice, and taught principles and habits calculated to make them useful to the common 
weal, is matter for deep and serious regret. The loss of property may be easily 
replaced, but the breakitig up, even for a brief time, of these maritime institutions 
—which answer the triple purpose of asylums, reformatories, and schools—may prove 
@ great disadvantage to their former inmutes. It will be well if these disasters direct 
increased public attention to the importance of the reformatory element in our public 
establishments ; and to anuther even more important—that which aims, at the very 
outset of their lives, to preserve young children from the contamination of a morally 
polluted atmosphere, and from falling in their early days into ways of idlencss, 
dishonesty, and crime. Prevention is better than cure, and those\ who know the 

. , ind of training pursued on board these ships will gladly testify to its value,from . 
this point of view. | 1 ' 


The tidings of the safety of Lieut. Cameron bave been most gladly received, not 
_ im scientific circles only, but by all who feel an interést in the progress of exploration . 
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and discovery in Africa, and of civilization and Christianity amongst the peoples who 
inhabit ite interior. From the paper recently read before the Rogal Geographical 
Society, it does not, however, seem that much has been gained by his lengthened 
journey in the way of information respecting the course and connection of the great 
rivers im those regions, or much progress made towards the settlement of those 


geogre phical questions which by Livingstone were left unsolved. This arose partly 


from the imperfect equipment of 


and his followers, and partly from their 


want of courage to take throughout the route which he himself desired to pursue. 
This comparative failure, however, will but give a stimulus to the resolve that the 
next expedition organized for the completion of those discoveries now regarded as of 
chief importance, shall in all respects be well appointed, and shall not fail of its 
’ design, save from canses beyond the power of human prevision to foresee. 


FRANCE. 


[From our own Correspondent. ] 
Paris, January 17, 1876. 


past, and to put a stop to 


more than three together in the same house, 
a larger number constitating a school in the 
dye of the law. Saddenly the village of 
Maligny, in which she lived, was alarmed by 
two gendarmes hurrying off by force nine 
children to the chief city, Auxerre, makin, 
them walk through the sharp frost and thick 
snow under circumstances of peculiar severity, 
roughly separating them from their mothers, 
who were frantic with emotion. It was to 
obtain their testimony against their teacher 
that these little ones, some of whom were 
eight or nine years old, had thus to march 
two leagues just before the evening closed 
in. The children were interrogated, and 
replied to the question whether they went 
to the “ Protestant school”—Yes! It was 
enough, and they were lett to find their way 
home in the dark. The teacher was called 
before the tribunal, and condemned to fifty 
francs fine, for having opened her school ~ 
before the legal delay hal elapsed! She has 
appealed to the Paris Cuurt against this sen- 
tence. | 
THE SCHOOL QUESZION 

is a no small difficulty even is. Roman 
Catholic parents are often désirous of placing 
their children in Protestant schools; if the 
school is communal, they have to apply tuo 
the mayor of their arrondissement, and every 
means of dissuasion is used, and it requires 
more firmness of purpose than many possess 
to persevere and succeed. No difficulty is 
put in the way of Protestant parents who 
apply for admittance for their children; but 
the nuns and friars often give just cause of 
complaint by their tyrannical punishments. 


Children even die from the consequences of 
privation of food, violence, or terror; and 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTRNDOM, 
PRESIDENT MACMAHONS MESSAGE. 

The Message of the President has calmed 
the agitation ever ready to burst forth. His | 
declaration that he intends to exercise the 
power with which he is invested to the end 
and to the utmost, and that the present insti- 
tutions should not be revised until they have 
been sufficiently tried, together with his 
appeal tu union, and the setting of true 
patriotism above all party prejudice, have 
inspired a degree of hopeful confidence in 
the futare which was greatly needed. The 
elections are expected to give a truer repre- 
sentation of the country than for a long time 
BEES the strange policy 
of repression which has thrown so much | 
uneasiness throughout France. With the | 
exception of a few little Spanish repub- 
lics ‘in South America, where | 
flourishes (says a journal), Ultramontanism 
has only France with whom to be satisfied. 
Its conquests are slow here, but sure and 
considerable; and each year witnesses new 
ones. During the past year it obtained the 
liberty of teaching—<c., the faculty of edu- 
cating our youth after having taught our 
children. Let us hope that a reactionary 
current of opinion may set in which may 
bring the public mind back to the way of 
liberty and progress. When the Ultramon- 
tane pressure is applied to the law, the results 
become absurd. Take, for instance, the - 

CASE OF A PROTESTANT SCHOOLMISTRESS 
in the Yonne, who bad given in her diploma 
and other papers, and, while waiting for the 
legal authorization to open a school, taught , 
| \ 
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¥ ts complain to the Commissary | reception given you at Bruay in the exercise 
is compromised for |ef your boneurable fendtions of a 
money or advancement. We are continually | religion recognized by the State. ; Dupont, 
hearing of instances of painful interest of this | the municipal councillor, who, dtring my 
kind. The Protestant schools not belonging | absence, falfilled the functions of Officer of 
to Government, are, many of them, crowded | Civil State, has been disowned by me. In | 
with Roman Catholics, although they may | disowning M. Dupont, I have but done homage 


have to pay for the schooling. The numbers to the free exercise of a religion which had 
of children who attend the primary schools | been violated in your person. I add that, 
in the department of the Seine and Paris, contrary to what has been published, | 
comprising apprentices who go to evening | addressed neither to M. Dupont nor to 
classes, are 291,000, There are still 30,000 | any one else any kind of despatch relative 
to be provided for, and the city of Paris is|to the burial.” The councillor, Dupont, 
hastening to supply more schools. - Did wrote a lame apology, and has resigned his 


Christian life abound, what a sphere of ever-| office. The Univers demands a severe 
widening good might be occupied! ishment to be inflicted on the—pastor / 
While writing of Ultramontane influence, | case of Pastor Lacheret, who appealed agai 
I may give one more instance of the annoy- | the sentence condemning him to fifty francs 
ances fine for having admitted more than a legal 
PRIEST-RIDDEN OFFICIALS number to a meeting, and of giving a few 
are led to give in the absence of their| tracts, has come before the Court of Douai, 
superiors. In December last, at Broay, | which simply confirmed the sentence. These 
respectable woman, three of whose children | things certainly give impetus to 
are Protestants, declared on her death-bed REACTIONARY CURRENT AGAINST THE 
that she had embraced the same faith, refused PRIEST- PARTY. 
the priest, and desired to be buried by the | But to bring up Protestantism as a batter- 
Protestant pastor. The Roman Catholic hue- | ing-ram would be a fatal policy; for when it 
band fulfilled the last wishes of his wife, and | is attempted, the people see in it nothing but 
sent for Pastor Herth, of Arras, who case | a Church quarrel, and care for neither, or « 
at the appointed time, and found a prohibi- | political question which ends in violence. It 
i tion had been laid upon the gravedigger | is the grand, simple Gospel that we need. 
| ines against’ prepating a grave in the Protestant | We rejoice to see that some of those who 
ita cemetery. He asked for the mayor—* a stir the people's mind up to enmity 


aie Paris ;" for the adjoint—“ Absent.” After t Rome, as the only way they supposed 
i two hours, the garde champétre -was found, |% get a hearing, now preach salvation 


| Tt who ordered the grave to be dug, and the! throyffh the blood of the Lamb to all with- 
| funeral left the house; but on arriving at | out 


tinction, and avoid controversial allu- 
| the cemetery, they found the grave unfinished, | sions,” The difference of result is striking, ,— 
a the gravedigger havgng een ordered away | inasmuch as in controversjal dealing the first 
ty by the priest's hou ! After an-hour’s | effort is to knock down the house, and a 
a waiting, the bier was brought back to the | second effort is needed to attract, if possible, 
house vf inourning: The mayor's secretary | the affrighted inbabitant into the refuge; 
aay came, meanwhile, to inform the pastor that | whereas in the preaching of the Gospel we 
t nN despatch from the mayor had been received, | find the soul attracted first to Christ, and 
(He forbidding any address at the tomb. It was| while it is closing with Him, the old edifice 
: not until the next day was far advanged that, | crumbles away, And in France the knocking 
meg 8! by the kind help of some friendly hands, the | down is being carried out by infidelity, con- 
| ih | grave being dug, the procession again wended tinually fed by the conduct of the clerical 
1 | | its way to the cemetery; the coffin was|body. We in Paris rejoice to see that the 
| lowered, when suddenly appeared a council-| British and Foreign Bible Society have not 
i lor, in tri-coloured scarf, who thus addressed given up printing the 
2p the pastor: “In the name of liberty, in DE SACY VERSION, % 
| the name of the majority of the family, I | in which, whatever may be its other defects, 
| order you to retire; the bier shall be de-| the doctrines of grace are-so distinctly brought 


posited at the Mairie.” The pastor gave | out, even clearer than in our common Pro- 
a firm answer, and went through his sacred | testant versions. 


q functions, The mayor, on his return home, 
| ‘wrote immediately as follows to the pastor: 
| ; TE “As Mayor of Bruay, J deeply regret the 


THE NEW YEAR'S PRAYER-MEETINGS IN PARIS 
did pot appear to be so pumerously attended 
as in some former years, but as they were 
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divided among more churches and took 
place simultaneously, probably the usual 
number of the Protestant public took part in 
them. A young missionary, M. Christmann, 
going to Lessouto, spoke at several of them, 
and was prayed for. The Bien Public, « 
E. Coquerel for 61,000 francs, Through it 


THE RATIONALISTIC PARTY 
will have additional means of propagating its 


views. A curious on Athanase 
Coquerel appeared in the Revue Litteraire, 


in which all prudence is given to the winds :| q 
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“ These Protestants never sought to preach to 
the world the folly of the Cross, and the work 
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of their entire life was to cause the spirit of 
the age to penetrate into the Protestant Church 
in which they were born,” ete. “ What will 
become,” asks the writer, “of Liberal Pro- 
testantiom ? Will it find in the Christian 
moral principle, rid of all dogmas, having 
dropped on the way the divinity of its 
Founder, sufficient strength to remain a re- 
ligion? Or shall we see it insensibly 
in the great stream of freethinking 1” 

A refuge for unfortunates is being opened 


nest of 100,000 francs from the venerated 
Countess Pelet for the purpose is the first 
sum consecrated to this work. 


SPAIN. 
CHRISTIAN WORK IN HUELVA. 


{By Don Pablo Sanchez, in Times of Refreshing.) - 
November 1, 1875. 

Many people from the neiyhbouring towns 
and villages come when they arein Huelva. 
Some I have known who had to Mave in the 
morning, and when they heard there was ser- 
vice in the evening have stayed to attend it, 
and then set out home at ten or eleven o'clock 
at night. Tracts and gorpels are constantly 
distributed at the glose of the service, besides 
a quantity given y house. 

Some time ago I was at Moguer again. The 
people received me with great pleasure. A 
meeting was held in Casa de Heresped, where 
we stayed. The master of the house is 
strongly addicted to Protesiantism, and he 
offered any part of his house which we liked 
to use. He is blind, so all the information 
he can receive is through conversation ; but~ 
he never seems to weary of being spoken to. 

The night on which the meeting waa to 
take place I was quite ill. I bad been in bed 
all day, and when the evening came was 
barely able to stand. However, the people 
began to come, and it seemed a pity that they 
should go away without hearing something 
about God and His Word. So my wife pro- 
posed having the meeting herself. Both the 
room in which we were and an outer one were 
fall, and besides, there were people on the 
stairs and in the patio ; for as it was warm, 
the windows were open, and they could hear 
outside, The meeting lasted an hour and a 
half, during which the most perfect order 
reigned. No one seemed tired, or attempted 
to leave during the whole time. When the 
last hymn was sung—*Cantad alegres al 


senor” (the Hundredth Psalm in metre)—my 
wife said if they were tired, only two verses 


would be sung ; but several voices answered 


promptly, “ No, Senora, we have time for 
everything.” At the conclusion tracts were 
there would be another meeting. 
lowing morning, when the news spread, the 


come cumpla 
not been told, that they might have come 
also. An old lady, the aunt of a priest who 
was in the patio during the meeting, came 
the next day to speak with my wife and ask 
for booke, which of course were given to her. 

After we left, the priests in their sermons 
promised every one who could get any of our 
books from those who had received them an 


‘indulgence from the Church. The beatas 


forthwith set to work, but with little success, 
for neither warnings nor threats from the 
Church or civil authorities had any effect. 
One man was given four by the person whom 
I had left a eupply with, thinking he wanted 
them for some good. It turned out after- 
wards a lady had sent him with the intention 
of burning those he had brought; but when 
she had read those four, she would not burn 
them, she thought them #0 good. The priest’s 
aunt whom I have mentioned before would 
not give up hers either ; she said there was 
nothing bad in them ; everything they contain 
is about God. 

In Galaroza they are very anxious for me 
to go there, but it is forty-eight miles from 
here, in a very bad road across the moun- 
tains; and my health has been in such a bad 
state lately that it has been impossible for me 
to do 80. The second alcalle writes to me 
and comes to Huelva occasionally, when he 
ony It is strange, 


at Bourg la Reine, uncer the superintendence 
of two Protestant Christian women. A be- 

friends and acquaintances of those who had 


4 


4 


You will, I am sure, be glad to hear of the 
good state of the Lord’s work here. God is 
the seed sown, and we are 

from all 


of the disposal of some of the society's books 
by Mr. Smart, of Cardiff, during a brief run 
to the south of Spain last summer:— ~~ 
On arrival at Gibraltar, seventy iards 
till their dinner hour, and then brought up 
the books, The meal was abandoned in a 
moment, as if by some invisible agency ; they 
nearly carried me off my feet in their eager- 
ness to get the books. They clambered up 
the rigginy, and I was afraid some of them 
would have been pushed into the hold in the 
struggle for the coveted prize. 


noticed several of them, when they had the 
opportunity, attentively reading them. I took 
a bagful on shore. I first went into the 
market, and when I gave the first man a 
gospel, another hand was held out, then 

, ll I was surrounded with a little 


~ 


}no missionary for the floating population! 
I could hardly credit it: in a harbour of this 
magnitude and importance, and a port of such 
universal call for ships of all flags to and 
from the Mediterranean and the African 


to supply this great deficiency. | 

We loaded sulphur ore for our return cargo 
at Huelva. I went on shore there; first on 
Sunday afternoon, The captain told me I 
would get my hat knocked over my eyes and 
my head broken; he made me promise him 
that I would not begin to distribute till I had 
asked the Protestant minister there if it was 
safe to do it, as he was afraid it might get 
the ship into some difficulty. 

I soon found the Spanish pastor (Don 
Pablo Sanchez, the writer of the letter given 
above), and was pleased to see the comfort- 
able but very simple way in which he lived. . 
He told me I could work there without any 
fear. 1 walked through the streets, leaving 
a tract at each house, being surrounded with 


« band of children, all clamouring for some; 
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Pi in the echool there, which is Roman Catholic, | in your prayers to the Almighty, that He 
, H the master gives gospels as prizes to the| may bless our efforts and strengthen us to 
i} children. He was very anxious to have from | work for Him faithfully im spreading the 
iy Rasebio Romero (the second alcalde) a book | truth in our poor Spain. 
i of Bible stories for himself and for his November 4, 1875. 
Last 
4 leagues 
some 
my last 
teaches the children portions of Scripture and 
| prayers from little books we have given, 
| without telling them if they are or are not in 
. conformity with what their parents teach 
4 them, for she fears if she did so they would 
4 not be allowed to go (at least some of them) ; 
Mi but in this way they learn some truth, which 
| has discussions with the priest. she trusts in God they will never forget. In 
I could go on to tell you of many more | our school there are now thirty-one children, 
cases, were I not afraid of wearying you; so | between boys and girls. 
[ will close this, asking you to remember me 
SOWING THE SEED. 
| The Edinburgh Spanish Evangelization | throng, which continued till my stock was 
) Society still continues to circulate its tracts, | exhausted. I now inquired for the mission 
| with portions of Scripture, among Spanish | ship or Bethel. Can you believe it? Nothing 
; seamen who visit this country. In London | of the kind was there; no yacht, no boat, 
alone it has four gratuitous labourers who act 
- J in this way. The following is a brief eketch 
it coast. I appeal with confidence to the 
| wealthy people of this highly favoured land 
| | We were three days unloading ; and during | 
ak the whole time, whenever they saw me, they | 
| | were begging for more books, and would not | 
Baye be satisfied till they had one of each so | 
| 
| 
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people crossed from the opposite side of the | 
streete, or beckoned to their neighbour to’ 
take one for them. 

In one of the wine-shops I went into eight 


ITALY. 
PROGRESS OF WALDENSIAN CHURCH MISSIONS. 


has been just 
work in Italy in connection 
aldensian Church Missions 


do not attend the regular services ; a good 
many cases of individual conversion have 
cheered the hearts of the evangelists ; dis- 


to examine the Scriptures 
for themeelves; a large number of Roman 
Catholic children have Leen brought under 
Gospel teaching in the echools; and four new 
stations have been formed. It is aleo satis- 
factory to learn that the Church nsembers are 


The Waldensian Church has in Italy, in 
addition to the 16 parishes of the Valleys, 40 
settled congregations and 10 missionary sta- 
tions, besides 50 localities visited more or 
less frequently by its agents. The number of ; 
ordained ministers is 20, of licentiates 10, 
- and of schoolmaster-evangelists 14. The 
Commission bas also under its charge 53 
teachers and 5 colporteurs. The regular 
attendants at church are 3,350, the occasional 
hearers 15,000. The number of communi- 
cants was 2,140, of newly-admitted members 
125, and of candidates for membership 398. 
There are 59 day-echools with an attendance 
of 2,000 pupils, and 39 Sabbath-schools with 
an attendance of 1,440. 

It is matter for deep thankfulness that the 
_ revival with which our own couatry has been 


vinkted has awakened earnest longings un the 


GENERAL CONFERENCE OF DEPUTIES 
from all parts of Italy which met at Genoa 
on the 19th of August, The congregations 
throughout Italy have been marked off into 
five districts, under the names of Piedmont, 
Lombardy, Tuscany, Rome and Naples, and 
Sicily. In each of these a conference is to 
be held annually to consider the state of the 
congregations and the interests of religion 
generally, and these again are to assemble in 
synod periodically in one of the cities of 
Italy. On a late oceasion sixty-five deputies 
met in Genoa for four successive days, Signor 
Turin, of Milan, preached the opening 
sermon, and the Rev. Donald Miller writes 
that “the burning words which flowed from 
his lips made a profound impression on all 
present, and awakened in every heart the ex- 
pectation of great things.” On the last day, 
Signor Malan, of Messina, preached from the 
words: “Christ the power of God.” Signor 
Turin writes : “One of the principal objects 
we had in view was a revival in each one of 
ourselves, and the grace to become afterwards 
the means of revival in our congregations. 
Thank God, we are all able to testify to the 
truth of our Lord’s promise, ‘ He that seeketh, 
findeth.’ We sought His face, and He caused 
the light of His. countenance to shine upon 
us, The result of this was a deep sense of 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 
ordered the landlord to make- me some 
lemonade. In another wine-shop they told 
me to come for lemonade whenever I liked. 
My pockets were soon empty, I had not « 

glasses of wine were offered to me by as many | quarter enough ; if I had had them, I could 
willing banda, and whe I gave them to | have disposed of any quantity. 
understand that I did not drink any, they | 
Mi «| part of many im Italy for similar times of 
with the | refreshing, and there are already indications 
Ww to | that their prayers are being answered. Many 
their annual Synod at La Tour in September | of the pastors and evangelists have experi- . 
| last. These missions are aided by # Central | enced an increase of spiritual life which 
Committee for England, who were last year | doubtless will be felt by their congregations 
the medium of transmitting upwards of 2,000. | and in their respective neighbourhoods in 
towards their support. time to come. 

It appears from the narrative that, besides| Last summer a series of evangelistic meet- 

the care of congregations, the ings was held in the Valleys for three suc- 
WORK OF EVANGELIZATION days under such ym | 

has been vigorously carried on at all the | “™-8! *ervices were ren we 

stations. Opportunities have been seized for | before the meeting of Synod at La Tour, 

preaching the Gospel to large audiences, at which were largely attended, and accompanied 

funerals, and on other special occasions, by with manifest blessing. Bat the most inter- 

which great numbers have been reached who ney Sanaa as affecting the mission work 

cussions with the priests have in some ] 

being trained to systematic giving in support 

of ordinances. 


= 
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sin, and the need of confessing to God and 
to our brethren, true joy in the sense of 
pardon and reconciliation with God, and a 
desire to consecrate ourselves entirely to His 
expérienced such a sense of the love and 
faithfulness of God.” Mr. Miller confirms 
this statement, adding : “ I can conscientiously 
say that I have seldom been more sensible 
of the Holy Spirit's presence; . . . . noone 
could listen to these men beseeching one 
another with tears to strive together in their 
prayers to God for an abundant outpouring 
of His Spirit on them and on their beloved 
land, without feeling that God's gracious 
was even then being fulfilled: 
‘While they are yet speaking, I will hear.’ 
Already these earnest and devoted men, 
cordially welcomed by the parish ministers, 
have gone to hold 
REVIVAL SERVICES 
throughout the length and breadth of the 
Waldensian Valleys, . They have gone to 
prove God. ‘Let us go,” said one of them, 
‘not hoping that our churches may be re- 
vived, but believing that they will.” And 
Signor Turin writes of these evangelistic ser- 
vices: “ What a pleasure it was for us to see 
our beautiful mountains, to breathe freely the 
fresh, pure air of our valleys, to talk cf holy 
things with our dear brethren the pastors, to 
preach on Sunday mornings to a congregation 
three times as numerous as those of our re- 
spective stations, and in the afternoon to 
gather together in the open air, under the 
trees, a crowd of hearers hungering for the 
Word of God! Those eight days were truly 
~refreshing days for the body and forthe soul.” 
It is manifest that throughout the country 
there is a 
STRONG REACTION GOING ON 
from Popery to infidelity. The arrogance of 
the priests and their attempts to blindfold 
the people are no longer submitted to as of 
old, but the result unfortunately is a distrust 
of all religions, That God should at this 
time grant a spirit of revival to His people 
is a happy omen, and that men should be 
going forth, not to preach religion, but to 
proclaim Christ as the only Saviour and 
Deliverer, should stir our hearts to more 
earnest and believing prayer. We have not 
space to give more than selections from the 
reports of the various stations, 
DISTRICT OF PIEDMONT. 

During this last year eighteen new members 
have been admitted to the church in Turin : 
and, along with this important addition, there 
has been a larger number attending public 
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worship, as well as an increase in the contri- 
butions of the congregation. Of the eighteen 
newly admitted it is interesting to know that 
fourteen have been brought out of the Charch 
of Rome, and among them a whole family, 
of whom the father is a well-known physician. 
The young converts are exposed here, as else- 
where, to great temptations, and occasionally 
to 

about forty more who, though not members, 
are believers, and attend regularly, while the 
occasional hearers in the course of the year 
amount to about a thousand. From these 
fresh candidates for church fellowship are 
gathered in, and there are now fourteen uoder 
instruction. 
DISTRICT OF LOMBARDY, VENICE, AND EMILIA, 
‘ The members at Milan number 140, and 
there were admitted to fellowship during the 
year sixteen new members, eight of these 
being the fruit of Sunday-school instruction. 
Signor Turin has been enabled to carry on 
the different efforts in which he is engaged 
with vigour, and without interruption. The 
Gospel has been regularly preached during 
the winter months seven times a-week. 

The church at Castiglione delle Stiviere is 
a small one, consisting uf nineteen members ; 
but there is a healthy tone among them, and 
on the last occasion of the Lord’s Supper all, 
without exception, Half the popa- 
lation of the place hes heard the Gospel 
from the evangelist. The attendance some- 
times exceeds 150, and many recognize the 
truth of what they hear, and read the Scrip- 


| titres for themselves, but are afraid to make 


an confession. ~On the occasion of the 
funeral of an aged member, the evangelist 
seized the opportunity to address an audience 
of more than a thousand. Although the 
snow was falling fast, the address was listened 
to with great attention. 3 

The report by Signor G. P. Pons, pastor, of 
the state of the church in Venice and the 
progress of the Gospel among the people, is 
encouraging. The Sabbath services are well 
attended, and prayer-meetings are held in ten 
different houses, where as many as twenty 
are- sometimes present, among them Roman 
Catholics, who, in this quiet way, are brought . 
under the teaching of the Word of God. — 
The schools are prospering, particularly the 


Sunday-school, which contributes liberally to 
mission work; and from the day-school two. 
girls have obtained thé first places in the 
Government examination for admission to the 
Normal school. Signor Pons is cheered by 
indications of an awakened interest ip the — 


| 
| 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
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Gospel in the province of Venice. Some of 
the members, who bave removed from the 
town to distant parts of the are 
standing firm, and letting their light shine in 
the © darkness; and cases have 
occurred of persons being influenced so far as 
to procure Bibles and tracta, and to meet in 
order to search for themselves. In one in- 
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tution for the education of the young ladics 
ot the wealthier classes is unler the direction _ 
of the Rev. D. Miller, of Genoa, and is taught 
by Miss Dalgas. Its importance cannot be 
over-estimated. 


At 
| 


400 are priests, some of whom are to be met 
with at every turn. 

The Christians at San Bartolomeo in Galdo 
have hitherto been attached to the station at 


Naples. They bave now been provided with 


were formerly Roman 
Catholica. The attendance on the Lord’sday 
varies from thirty to one hundred, with occa- 


anywhere, and has acquired, as it were, a right 
of citizenship. Still he is regarded with an 
evil eye by the priests. 

The history of the station at Caltanissetta, 


CHRISTENDOM. = 
from 88 to 102, and there are thirty 
‘eandidates for church fellowship under in- 
stance Christians were challenged by the struction. Taking into account all who 
local clergy to a public discussion, which was | heard the Gospel preached in Naples last year, 
accepted, and they were enabled to defend the | Signor Pons thinks the namber cannot be less 
Evangelical doctrine against the attacks of |than 5,000, The schools are flourishing. 
four priesta, and to silence their adversaries | During the vacation a course of lessons was 
in regard to purgatory, auricular sarin bn by Signor Pons to the more advanced 
and other Popish errors. scholars, which was gladly accepted, although 
DISTRICT OF TUSCANY. 98 onto 100 are Roman Catholics. Ischia 
In Florence, the St. Elisabetta Church | has been visited by the colporteur. It appears 
numbers 135 members and 350 occasional | that out of 5,000 inhabitants on this island, 
hearers. Ten new members were admitted 
during the year. At the Via dei Seragli 
Church the average weekly attendance is from 
seventy to eighty, and the communicants 
number fifty. The different branches of | Simm 
church work go on regularly and with God’s | pastor. The members now number fifteen, 
blessing. and eight more are candidates for church fel- 
DISTRICT OF ROME AND NAPLES. lowship. There is an infant church at Lecce 
There are in Rome, connected with the | the pastor of which, Signor Quattrini, has twice 
Waldensien Church, 103 communicants, an | visited Casarano, a neighbouring village. On 
average attendance on Sunday of 150, with | the first occasion the local clergy called in 
occasional hearers to the number of 600. | three bishops to exorcise the threatened in 
There were five new members admitted dur-| vasion. On the second visit he could only 
ing the year, and there are twelve candidates | hold one meeting, and this was by moonlight, 
under instruction. A very suitable and ele-| on the roof of a house. Nothing, says the 
gant place of worship bas been provided, till | evangelist, could be more poetic and apostolic, 
the house purchased with the funds collected | but the audience did not numbér more than - : 
by Dr. Stewart is ready for occupation. Sig-/| thirty. One evening at Casarano he was ac- 
nor Ribetti, while longing for a higher de-| costed by a man, who ssid, “I am a Walden- 
_ velopment of sian!” and then he related the history of his 
is encouraged by m family, from which it appears that he is  de- 
progress. He tells scendant of the Waldensians who occupied 
interesting Calabria in the sixteenth century, and were 
case is given in afterwards cruelly persecuted, when his ances- 
resisted the tors fled to this place. His name is D’Elia 
last, and he adds: “ DISTRICT OF SICILY. 
lege of uniting with There are at Palermo eighty church mem- 
of the Lord’s Suppe of whom nine were admitted during the 
death, will never 
spread over her fi 
which seemed to . 
of faith.” Axother sional hearers to the number of one hundred. 
: Count F——,, kept up an animated discussion | The state of things in Trapani is much im- 
with an eminent ecclesiastic, who, failing to| proved. The cry of “ Wolf!” is no longer 
gain the victory, asked to be admitted to his | raised against the evangelist, who is free to go 
friendship. Other cases might be mentioned 
of persons in bumble life having been solicited 
for a bribe to renounce their privileges; but 
| they have been enabled to resist the tempta- 
tion. Besides the Sunday-school, the evening ; where a little church has for the first time 
adult class has dong good service. The insti- | been interesting. Signor Cop- 
| } 


might 
Church, and on the 18th of July of the past 
year he had the privilege of admi five of 
their number to the Lord’s Supper. These 
brethren continue faithful wi to the 
truth, and are visited from time to time by 


and approaching death. No such event had 
ever occurred as one dying in the Evangelical 


keep guard alternately over his sick bed. The 
dying man said, “ I have no need of a priest; 


I am a true Evangelical Christian, and my | by 


priest is Jesus Christ.” Attempts to enter 
his house were resolutely refused, and as the 
Amen of the last prayer was pronounced, he 
said, “ How sweet is the word Jesus Christ '” 
and with that name on his lips he expired. 
At the funeral more than a thousand fol- 
wed his remains to the grave, and Signor 
ron, of Riesi, had the privilege of addressing 
an attentive audience with the words of eternal 
life. The brethren at Caltanissetta hope soon 
to have a place for public worship and an 
evangelist to minister to them. 

At Catania there are fifty-seven church 
members and fifteen candidates for admission 
under instruction. “The attendance on the 
Lord’s-day varies from 80 to 120, while 


opposite the coast of Sicily, and at the toe of 
the peninsular boot. The evangelist preaches 
twice a-week to from twenty to thirty per- 
sons. 


GERMANY. 


(From our own Correspondent. } | 
——, Prussia, Jan. 19, 1876. 
All the religious papers devote long articles 
to the prospects of the new year. The tone 
is pot generally one of great satisfaction. 
We are still in the midst of oe ae 
which our nation and our Churches have to 
undergo. The new legislation, if it has not | 
caused @ falling off from religion, has at least | 


brought the symptoms of it to the surface, Re- 
ligion is more and more expelled from public 
life, and the Church must regain through her 


| activity what hitherto was her official right. 


The time will come, through the Lord's help, 
when Christianity will regain in public life — 
that position which is due to her, amd which 
will always be secured when the nation es- 


teems the blessings of religion and knows how 


to defend them. But until that period arrive, 
our Church has to pass through a season of 


| 
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about 1,500 more are occasional hearers. The 
a: spirit that prevails in this church bears testi- 
a mony to the power of the Gospel. 

‘ In the church at Messina there are 115 | 
of 
i led first to one family, then a second, then a 
| x third, taking part in the service, till the con- 
| f gregation amounted to twenty persons. Signor 

i Coppola then made a request to Signor Malan 
‘ so rapid as at 
; oF sembly. A sister of two of those admitted 
1 Signor Malan. A testing soon after- | being present for the first time, was so over- 
; wards arrived to one of them in his illness | come on hearing of the love of God, that in 

‘i the fulness of her heart she threw herself on 
, * faith, and the priests were naturally on the | be doubly a sister too.” This, alas! power 
i watch to prevent such a scandal, Accordingly | been permitted, as her husband has a 
| ; the brethren arranged, after earnest prayer, to | and beaten her, and absolutely forbidden her 
ria attending the meetings. Occasional out- 
Tir breaks by fanatical people occur, instigated 
A is the priests, who are greatly annoyed that 
a a church of the heretical Vaudois should be 
Ri  anding in their very midst. We cannot be 
a i too thankful that we have such an excellent 
representative of that Church in Sicily as 
Hy Signor Auguste Malan, who saw the first 
{ " ‘convert, and who can now rejoice over 300 
Evangelical Christians in the island converted 

Hp from Romanism. 

ty In compliance with a request signed by 

7 fifteen inhabitants of Reggio, in Calabria, the 

a Commission of Evangelization sent Signor 

| to this place, a town on the mainland 


and politically, but also mo- 
rally, the most influential German State. 
What happens in Prussia always more or less 


Church, but all the material 
: Fights of the Sovereign remain untouched. 
He alone appoints the professors of theology, 


officers. This is an anomaly, since the Sove- 
reign is constitutionally dependenf upon poli- 
tical assemblies. Nevertheless, it is better 
to have little than nothing. It wonld not be 
judicious to postpone to an indefinite futare 
_ the reform of the Church Constitution. The 
very. shadow of liberty which the present 


proposal confers is @ pledge that- more can | i 
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CANADA. 
DESTRUCTION OF A PROTESTANT CHAPEL BY A POPISH MOB. 


FACTS OF THE OUTRAGE. 
About three years ago, a plain, neat chapel 
was built at Oka, not far from Montreal, in 
which the Indians were to worship. Its cost 
was $1,200, which had been obtained by 
voluntary subscriptions from Montreal and 
different cities and towns in Ontario. The 
site of the building was forty feet by thirty ; 
it had accommodation for about 350 people, 
and nearly every Sunday was crowded with 
attentive Indian worshippers. The site, which 
had been purchased from an Indian woman 
named Cantish, formed part of the garden of 
a school-house, and for \pver sixty years had 
‘Temained in the ion of the Indians. 
No claim to the land was made till the 
church was erected, when an action at law 
was taken by)the Seininary of St. Sulpice to 


have the church removed. The case was 
brought before the Court at Ste. Scholastique, 
and, in the absence of the attorney for the 
defence, a judgment was obtained ordering 
the Indians to remove the building, “ with 
the alternative that the said defendants shall 
pay to the said plaintiffs the sum of $500 
currency.” The Indians’ attorney had been 
assured that no action would be taken in the 
case unless he were notified: The priests at 
Oka assert that he received two written 
notices as to the day of the trial, but it is 
asserted on the other side—on what authority 
remains to be seen—that no such notice was 
sent. After the judgment, the Indians were 
informed that the church would not be mo- 
lested. The Rev. M. Lecompte, Roman Catho- 
lic priest and representative of the Seminary 


4 
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darkness. Under there circumstances, the | be obtained in future. The enemies of the 
proposed Chfirch have generally a very decided feeling — 
EW CONSTITUTION FOR THE CHURCH OF | as to her duties and prospects. Now the 
PRUSSIA advanced Liberals are organizing in Berlin a 
is the chicf topic of interest. Prussia is not | great opposition to the new Church Consti- 
tution, and this shows very clearly that it is 
progressing. In the meantime it seems that 
the 
influences the events in the rest of Germany, STRUGGLE WITH ROME 
in religious as in other mattera. Though 
now popaler in religious circles, it was highly 
approved that he should bave undertaken to | the German Parliament is n 
settle a question which had remained so long | no reference has been made to 
undetermined. If Dr. Falk had really given | conflict. The Prussian Parlia 1: 
of the State. It is certainly very desirable | 
DE | tha: a war should soon be terminated which | 
cannot but inflict severe wounds even on the 
among the people. 
he appoints the general “ee The well-known Roman priest, Baron 7 | 
superintendents—in fact, Richthofen, who was one of the first to 
espouse the Old Catholic cause, has not found 
any longer satisfaction for his conscience 
in that community, and has now become a 
member of the Protestant Church. 
THE WEEK OF PRAYER | 
has again been observed in many parts of 
Germany. In Berlin there were more meet- 
than in former years. 


> 


the judgment (the lot, at the price recently 
paid to the Indians by the Seminary for land, 
would be valued at about 50 cents), on Tues 
day afternoon last, when the Indians were away 
at work or hunting, about thirty-five French 
Canadians tore down the church, which was 


Ess 
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: 


building their churches ; they’ pay additional 
taxes that their “ charitable” institutions may 
go untaxed; they pay nuns to attend the 


;|-would give him timely intimation of 


wanting work ; their hospital is principally 
occupied by Romain Catholics ; and even now 
the charitalle Protestant popalation are de- 


wards entirely, and persecute them with 
intention of forcing them to leave the dis- 
trict. The church is the rallying-place of 
the persecuted ones; and their missionary 


court day, October 18, but he informed 
Indians’ lawyer that, if he were prepared, he 


| 
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4 at Oka, asverts that he notified Chief Joseph | Protestant insane, when their own people are 
4 to tear down the building, but the latter de- 
hi clares that he never received such notice. 
| 7 However this may have been, and certainly 
without the demand of the $500 specified in | IIA 
| left a mass of rains. On Thureday the | the 
a windows, was carried away to the priests’ | have 
i residence, and nothing now remains but the | 
had any leyal right to tear down the building | 
thas hes net yet been do- 
cided, but that they had no moral right is 
without dunbt in the mind of any Christian. 
{ The plot of ground is of no use as it stands | their instructor, guide, and protector. The 
: at present, except fur building purposes; but | church has been rudely torn down, and the 
| life being taken. The Seminary owns millions, 
. and can sappurt their own poor, and their 
money would be better spent in this than 
tearing down the churches of inoffensive 
Christians, who prefer the Word of God to 
the dogmas of the Pope.—Montreal Witness, 
Dec. 16. 
FURTHER DETAILS. 
The Rev. J. Borland, Superintendent of the 
French Missions of the Canadian Methodist 
Church, writes to the Christian Guardian (To- 
— ronto) of December 22 as follows :— 
| There are peculiarities attending this act, 
1 # now the culminating point of # long series of 
| rf which I will, as briefly as possible, lay before 
Hy it, The site on which the church was built 
i no In | bas been for some years in litigation, as a 
Tk the and | test to ascertain the nature of the claims so 
1 i loudly and arrogantly made by the Seminary 
| i over the rights of the Indians. Yet, owing 
nin to several causes—one of them being excuses 
Wt from the Seminary’s lawyer—a Mr. Prevost— 
| i earnest worshippers, who once attended the | because of parliamentary and electioneering 
| " larger elifice, aud who could not be induced to | matters, which he said he had to attend to— 
af drop the reality of religion and follow the | the case has twade, hitherto, a slow pro- 
We ing gress. There was some doubt of his being in 
ne ore, a spirit of spite caused the downfall of | a conditi proceed wi 
a their building. Roman Catholics in Montreal — re 
; be boast that Protestant money chiefly built the 
and assisted in all the others 
ie ily Protestants are asked to, and do, assist ; but, as no\such intimation 
| in keeping up Roman Catholic charities, in Sir, Maclaren did 
turally thought that, under the circumstances, 
Hi he would have a forty miles’ ride for’ nothing. 
Ne But if Mr. Prevost was not present at the 


court, his partner, a Mr. Mathieu, was; and, 


= 


pes 
FEE 


such in all instances, so far as it has opportunity 
to exhibit ita trae character; that no faith is 
to be kept with heretics, but that where you can 
and as you can, deceive them, persecute them, 
and destroy them ; for this is good and accept 
able, if not 


It is said that while the hired. 
tearing down the church, it was as 
much as Mr. Parent (the missionary) and 
Joseph (the chief) could do to prevent those 
Indians that were at home (for many are away 
hunting at presen!) from firing on them. But 
for the influence of the missionary, in more 
instances than one, I hesitate not to say, a 
fearful retribution would, ere this, have been 


ion thus far in life and pro- 
perty from hands they have strongly moveu 


has been a deference to the wishes of 
subservient priestly tools of a foreign Pontiff, 
who is in deadly hostility to freedom aad 


drew from the Church of Rome in a body, 
and sent for a Protestant missionary, to teach 
them “the way of God more perfectly.” 
Since then they have been under the care of 

Charch. From the time of their re- 
nofincing Popery these Protestant Indians 
have been subjected to a steady succession of — 


Unjast persecutions, in order to 


EVANGBLICAL CHRISTENDOM. 49 
a | of the missionary, may not yet exact what the 
doubtless, seeing matters so favourable for his | Indians have been held back from doing, is a 
masters, the priests, he rushed the case through, | question of moment; for, as deep 
and eo carried it against the Indians by de-| noises sometimes give 
fault. The jadyment was given accordingly. | proaching convulsions in nature, so 
Was there no trick in all this by Mr. Prevost? | and fierce mutterings among men 
It would be difficult to induce many to be-| outbreak. Let those who have cars ; 
lieve that there was none. pay attention to this statement. 
Bat this ie not all. When Mr. Prevost; Some ask, Will not the 
was charged with the gross imposition thas | terfere in this affair? and to 
perpetrated, he assured Mr. Maclaren that he | such a question, I simply remark, : 
would see that no use should be made of the | ought to do so can be doubted by none. Bat 
circumstances uatil an opportunity was given | if they do, and with anything like effect, it ; 
will be the first act of the kind by the present | 
; and further, that the priests were | or by any former Go 
and political strength and 
Seminary of St. Sulpice 
verament has been found f | 
has not crouched before 
one have now a good opportunity | 
their hand in defending and helping 
trodden ; and, with many, I shall be | 
to learn that in this case their 
shadow of a doubt, for it stands out 
ight of day fact; emergency and importance of the occasion. 
trumpet blast, that what Popery was THE PRIESTS AND THE GOVERNMENT. 
days of its darkest and fiercest despotiem a The Christian Guardian says: It is high 
is now, and will assuredly prove itself to time that the arrogant claims of Rome in | 
Canada were distinctly and firmly repudiated. 
Becuuse that Church is ever ready to sell her | 
political influence to the highest bidder, there 
to all his minions and satellites. The feeling | progress, that neither their number nor their | 
in Montreal and parts adjacent is deep and | unpatriotic teaching could justify, In fact, 
strong about this outrage, and doubtless will | their unpatriotic selfishness in sacrificing every- | 
be in all parts among Protestants wherever | thing to, sectarian interests has given them an 
the tidings of it shall reach. To think that; element of political strength that has- in- | 
in a professedly Protestant country, and under | creased her intolerant arrogance. The way 
a Protestant Government, such a climax to} in which the priests of the Komish Charch | 
years of cruelty could be perpetrated, will | performed the duties of religious guardianship 
fill many minds with wonder as with regret. | for, these poor Indians—for which they now : 
claim such a munificent reward—may be : 
judged from the fact that, without any Pro- 
testant missionary interfering, or any effort 
at proselytism, they became so disgusted with 
the teaching of the priests, and so tired of ; 
their oppressive assumptions, that they ‘with- 
enacted on the priests at Oka for their many | 
cruelties to these Indians. Those priests | 
little know how much’ they.are indebted to 
the missionary, whom they affect to despise, : 
drive them 
against them: That.others, beyond the reach | build houses or cut wood on the land that | 
| 
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a at such 
a given to their fathers for an inheritance. Protestants of Canada look tamely on 
1 Prexth Roman Catholics have been brought intolerant barbarity! Did the fact of these 
4 
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| 
1 
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season for concert in prayer. » accordance | and its arrival in time for Christians even in 

' with this fundamental rule, an address on the | the most distant places to be brought in 
subject went forth annually to the British and 
Foreign Branches of the Alliance, and was | in other lands, It is gratifying to 
generally responded to. In the year 1859, know that the observance has increased year 
wh z2 
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“he present controversy burial- 
grounds is peculiarly edif Sir R. Phbilli- 
more argued that both the incumbent and 


discretion as to what was expedient as distinct 
from what was lawful. But in the present 
case he said the Bishop had deliberately and 
emphatically expressed an opinion adverse to 
Mr. Keet, and he incorporated into his judg- 
ment the whole of the learned dissertation 
which Dr. Wordsworth had composed upon 
the subject. He concluded, with great so- 
lemnity, that it would not be proper or con- 
sonant with practice to overrule the discretion 
of both incumbent and Bishop, and that, in 


refusing to do so, he thought he was acting 
in accordance with the epirit both of the | 
general law and of the Rubrics of the Book 
of Common Prayer. 

Judicial Committee has a habit of 


the point at issue was subject to their dis- 
cretion at all. We ventured, when Sir Robert 
Phillimore’s judgment was pronounced, to 
express a hope that the Privy Council would | 
not consider that the existence of a discretion 
proved that the “diseretion” was unlimited, 
and this was the view of the case taken by 


CHRISTEN 03 


| Without a moment’s hesitation, the Lord 


Chancellor delivered the judgment of the 
Committee in favour of Mr. Keet. It was 
evident upon the least inquiry that there was 
no aathority, either in law, antiquity, or 
usage, fur restricting the designation “ Reve- 
rend ” to of the Charch of England. 
It has been used in former times in add 

pereons who were not clergy at all, and even 
towards women ; and in the present day it 
is a matter cf common parlance to employ it 
in addressing ministers of Nonconformist de- 
nominations. If it were a formal title, the 
authority for its use must be derived from 
the Crown, and no such authority has ever 
been given. It is a mere “ laudatory epithet,” 
accorded as a matter of social courtesy. In 


fore, no pretence whatever to the position of 
an ordained minister of the Church of Eng- 
land. “ The statement,” says the Lord Chan- 
cellor, “is one which claims ing more 
than is actually the fact.” [The Court ac- 
cordingly ordered that a faculty should be 
granted for the erection of the tombstone. } 
It is satisfactory to find that the lew is 


some of the clergy yield, of investing the 
accidents of their position with all the sacred- 
ness and the ives of a divine insti-- 


j tution. Wedo not for a moment dispute the 


opinions they may hold as to claims to this 
character of their specially religious func- 
tions ; but when a Bishop talks of episco- 
pacy being of divine institution, he uncon- 
sciously transfers the divine sanction to his 
title, his palace, his social position, and all his 
temporal prerogatives ; and, similarly, when 
an incumbent maintains, as he may think 
himself in duty bound, his claim to be the 
only true possessor of ministerial authority, 
he transfers the peculiar tive thus im- 
plied to his title, his “ freehold,” and all the 
customary privileges of his position, forgetting 
that the latter, at all events, are mere matters 
of social or legal ion, and are liable 


to be withdrawn st any moment by the secular 
authority which bestowed them. 

{We quote ‘the above from the leading 
. colamns of the Zimes of the 22nd ult., the 


— - 


Py 
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he elicited two very singular but cognate de- 
cisions. Mr. Walter Phillimore outdid the 
orthodoxy of even the clergyman and the 
Bishop, and treated Mr. Keet as « schismatic, 
whom a clergyman could hardly with pro- 
priety allow to be described even as a 
“minister,” much les as «@ “ reverend.” | 
Sir Robert Phillimore was less zealous and 
more ingenions, but hardly less rash. He ) 
commenced by laying down the law to the 
effect that the was the freshold of | 
the incumbent in such a sense that he has the | 
right to pasture animals in it, provided they 
do not injure the bodies interred. He has 
thus a primd facie “right” to prohibit alto- 
gether the placing of a tombstone if he thinks | 
it will interfere with the convenience of his 
sheep. Starting from this principle, which in | the present case it was peculiarly unreason- , ; 
| able t treat it as conveying a false impression, 
\for ou the face of the inscription there ap- 
‘pears exactly what is meant by it. “The | 
the Bishop in admitting inscriptions had a| Rev. Henry Keet” is expressly described as | 
a “ Wesleyan minister 7” and there was, there- 
thus consonant with the most obvious com- 
/ mon sense ; but the case has an interest, as 
we have suggested, apart from the particular 
point raised. It is a characteristic, though an 
extreme instance of the temptation to which 
it with simple reference to law and fact, ——$—_<_—_____—________—_ 
it disregards even bishops’ letters if they do 
not come within the legsl cognizance of the 
Court. The first thing that was done was to 
dismiss Dr. W ordsworth’s correspondence from | 
consideration. The question was not upon | 
what grounds the Bishop or the meprsneoed 
had exercised their discretion, but whether 
the Judicial Committee. They assumed | 
right to consider whether the discretion ; 
question had been reazonably exercised ; 
when once this consideration was admitt 
there was, of course, an end of the | 
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ish clergy, stood 
address of welcome and also a handsomely-bound Bible and Prayer- 


bury's request has thus been completely answered by the concurrent aces of the two 
siopary societies under whose auspices the Christian Charch in Tiunevelly, now numbering — 
more than 60,000 natives, with 54 native clergymen, bas grown and flourished for the last 
half-century, till it is approaching the condition of a self-supporting institution. 

Two baptisms of great interest are mentioned by the Church Missionary Gleaner as 
having taken place at Goruckpur. Ove was « Pundit, who some years ago heard « mis- 
siopary preaching in a bezaar, and bas ever since been gradually coming nearer and nearer 
to the truth. The other was a Bengali Balu, who bad been wandering about the country 
attaching himself to various bodies of fakirs. Both are the fruits of the influence of native 
Christian agents ; the Pundit, of a colporteur named Chedy; and the 
masters in the mission school. They were baptized by the Rev. H 
in a tank near the church at Basharatpore. 


JAPAN. 

The church of the American Board at Kobe, Japan, now numbers thirty-two membere 
—twenty men and twelve women. Of the men thirteen are preachers of the Word. They 
are not paid as native helpers, but go out to preach on Sabbaths, and on week-days, and 
on tours cf ten deys, at their own charges. They keep up regular, preaching weekly at five 
placer, and m: ntbly in aloutas many more. Ip order to do this, they travel on foot or pay 
for their carriage hire out of their own pockets, Of the twelve women, four are young 
pessons who acccmpany the lady miesionaries from place to place and preach the Gospel to 
their own rex. ‘Lbere is, perbape, no church im Christendom which can show such a record. 
—WN.Y. Independent. 


NORTH-WESTERN AMERICA. 

Letters dated September are reported by the C. M. Gleaner as having been received from 
Bishop Horden. During the year he had written and revised the whole New Testament in 
Cree, except St. John’s Gospel and the Acts. He reports favourably of several stations in 
the Moomnee district, particularly of Brunswick, where the Gospel was making rapid pro- 
gress. The native Christians in the diocese now number 2,000, The Rev. J. H. Keen, 


who went ovt in May, bad arrived safe and well at Moose, though the ship had been much 
embarrassed by the ice in Hudson’s Straits. : 


Chibira’s, and Mr. Young and his party met with un enthusiastic greeting. The small 
steamer Ilala bad already been transported above the Murchison Cataracts on September 22, 


INDIA. 
on the platform the arrival of his 
learned missionary of the Society 
for the Propagation of the and the Rev. Dr. t, a veteran representative of 
the Church 
side. An 
seedlings, to be in the school com in memory of his visit. 
The 
Zlst ul 
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He 
bik 
mis Intelligence bas been received from the admirably-organized Scotch mission bound for 
. 1 Lake Nyassa, under Mr. E. D. Young, Bx. It seems that the Shiré Valley is now densely 
UT populated. The fugitives from the bill country, finding themselves safe from the Portuguese 
| slave-hunters at the Makololo settlement, have built numerous vi around at. 
| 
Hie. 
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and she bas now « clear run into the Lake. This effort owes its existence to the combined 
action of the Scottish Churches to commemorate the deeds of their countryman, Dr. 


have a slight touch of fever, but no doubt they will soon get over it. Under God's blessing, 
we shall, I trust, steam into Nyassa in about fourteen days. Hitherto the mission expedition 
has met with great success, considering the many difficulties we had to contend with. The 
Zambesi men whom I brought with me are now eager to return to-night, so I am obliged 
te send this hurried report. There are no natives bereabout, bat the Lower Shiré is now 
thickly inhabited for forty miles, and all are eager to be taught. They love and reverence 
the very name of the English. We have received no letters or news from England since 
leaving Algoa Bay, but are endeavouring to get natives from the Zambesi to bring up 
despatches a& soon as they arrive. The expense will be trifling. There is no war or even a 
rumour of war in the country, as far as we have been able to learn. Everything appears — 
- peaceful and quiet. 
The Committee of the Church Missionary Society are now earnestly engaged in 
considering various plans for carrying out their projected mission in Ceutral Africa. They 
have received valuable information from Culonel Graut (Speke’s fellow-traveller), Colonel 
8. E. Gordon (brother of the officer in the service of the Khedive of Egypt), and Lieutenant 
Watson (who was with the Egyptiun expedition). The undertaking is encompassed with 
difficulties, both as regards the route to be taken, the reception likely to be met with from 
a monarch of Mtesu’s capricious character, the means of supporting the mission, and keeping 
up the communications; bat we doubt not that these difficulties will, with the divine 
blessing, be completely overcome. 
| - The anonymous donor of the first 5,000/. offered to the Church Missionary Society 
to assist in carrying out the proposed new mission referred to above, has just offered 
| similar sum to the London Missionary Society for the purpose of helping to establish a 
mission at Ujiji. His idea in giving this second munificent donation is that the mission ’ 
should serve as a memorial of Dr. Livingstone, who firet went to Africa under the auspices 
of the London Missionary Society. A committee bas been appointed to consider the 
subject, and there is no doubt that the offer of the large-hearted donor will be most gratefully 
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Livingstone. The letter from Lieutenant E. D. Young, n.y., is dated Upper Shiré, above 
Marchison Cataracts, September 22, 1875, and says: It is with very great pleasure that I 
advise you, for the information of the committee, that I arrived here to-day with the last of 
650 carriers, conveying the whole of the steamer’s engines and boiler and all the stores we 
shall require for some time. After writing to you from Mazaro, on the Zambesi, we were 
very much delayed owing to the rivers being so low. Several times we had to clear the 
Ilala to the mere shell to get her over and through the sandbanks, Day and night often we 
were at work. The Morambala marsh is now a vast lake, owing to the Zambesi altering its 
course, and we had great difficulty in finding a passage through. On nearing the Makololo 
villages on the Lower Shiré, we were met by canoes bringing us presents of food and fuel for 
the steamer, and on our arrival at the small villages, nothing could exceed the joy of the 
natives when they knew who we were. Thousands lined the banks, clapping their hands, 
dancing and singing, saying their fathers, the English, had come back to them. I at once 
assembled the chiefa, who are all Makololo, and informed them of the object of our mis- 
sion. They all appeared very grateful, and promised to assist us; and so they have, for 
without their help we could not, in so short a time, have got together so many carriers, 
and transported everything here. We arrived at the head of the Lower Shiré on the 6th 
inst., and commenced taking the boat to pieces, packing goods, and employing carriers, and | 
arrived to-day with the last of the goods, after a sixteen miles’ walk. The journey was very, 
very fatiguing, and the heat oppressive even to me, who have done the journey before. It 
appears wonderful how the poor natives carried their heavy loads across the mountains of 
rock and sand, and through thick bush. Some of them came distance of forty miles to be 
employed ; then they had to walk with a load of steel not less than 60 Ib., find themselves 
in provisions, and now have to retarn the seme distance; for doing which I paid each man 
six yards of calico. So 1 hope your committee will not think I have overpaid them. I 
myself am pretty well, but at present am nearly done up with the journey and attending to 
the carriers. Now three 
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missions, held in this house on the 15th ult., 
be approved, and that a joint committee, con- 


this special work as will consent to act, be 
appointed for carrying out the object.” 
COMMUNICATION FROM BELFAST. 

A letter was read from the Rev. Wm. Park, 

one of the Honorary Secretaries of the Belfast 

Branch of this Alliance, communicating the 


had officially acted on the committee for carry- 


/ ing out the Belfagt Conference.” 


i‘ 
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that organization not only to sustain their own 
national association, but also to increase the 
amount of contributions hitherto sent to the 
parent society. The writers further express 
their desire to secure continued and increasing 


of this Council in the last and previous years, 
that special and united prayer should be offered 
up on the 17th of March for Ireland through- 


out the British, Colonial, and American 
Branches of the Alliance. 
The following resolution, moved by Col. 


Alliance the of entire satisfaction 
with which they haye received the communi- — 
ty 
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PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 
ee The monthly meeting of Council was held; The Secretary having reported that Robert 
i 5 on Wednesday, January 12; the Rev. 5. Joy, Eaq., Treasurer, hed remitted the sum of 
t Shoobridge in the chair. After reading the 2001 as a contribution from the Belfast Com- 
| Seriptures, prayer was offered by the Rev. J. S. mittee to the Evangelical Alliance on the oc- 
i] *Raseell. The minutes of last meeting were casion of their recent visit to that town, the fol- 
to mem 
| The Rev. Foster Rogers (Rector of Bar- | instructed to express to the members of the 
: row, near Chester). Belfast Branch of this Alliance the satisfac 
a | John Boyd, Esq. (Castletown Manor, Bal- | tion with which they have heard of the ap- 
lima, Ireland). pointment of a permanent committee, with 
) CONTINENTAL MISSIONS. the chairman and honorary secretaries and 
| The Secretary reported that a meeting of | treasurers who so efficiently carried out the 
) the official representatives of various societies | arrangements for the recent Conference of 
interested in the progress of missions through- the Evangelical Alliance held in that city in 
ib out Europe had met in this room on the 15th | October last. The Council further desire to 
of December last; Donald Matheson, Eq., in cémvey their grateful thanks to the Belfast 
q the chair. Letters were read from the mem- | Committee for their generous contribution in 
e. bers of several societies in various parts of the | aid of the funds of this society.” 
+ United Kingdom approving the proposed Con- COMMUNICATION FROM DUBLIN. 
ms ference. The subject having been considered, A letter was read, addressed to this Council, 
t. a resolution was passed earnestly recommend- from the Honorary Secretaries of the Dublin 
| ing the Council of the Evangelical Alliance to | Branch of the Alliance, dated December 16, 
convene, at such time and place as may be stating that it was thought desirable, in order» 
agreed upon, a Conference of the representa- | to give greater prominence and efficiency to 
if tives of societies and others interested in pro- 
moting Evangelical missions on the Continent, to profit present 
with a view to receive and to consider the be 
whole question of Christian missions on the | more closely together, and also to form a bond 
' Continent of Europe. The meeting also of union to the various evangelistic operations 
| commended that » joint committee should Be | at present conducted in Ireland, that an Irish 
t appointed for carrying out the arrangements.\| branch of this society should be formed, with 
? It was moved by Colonel the Hon. Strange | council and secretary, in that country. They 
| Jocelyn, seconded by the Rev. J. B. Figgis, | trust that the enlarged sympathy and support 
f and resolved: “That the minute passed at a 
if meeting uf the representatives of various soci- 
i i representatives of London societies engaged in | interest in their country, and acknowledge 
| passed at a meeting held 
B in that town on the 3rd inst.: “ That a per- | the Hon. S. Jocelyn, and seconded by the Rev. 
ia. manent committee of the Alliance be now | J. S. Russell, ma, was unanimously passed : 
8, formed in Belfast, with the same chairman, |“ The Council desire to convey to the mem- 
iM vice-chairmen, secretaries, and treasurers who | bers of the Dublin Branch of the 
« 
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wwe of the 


Thomas Pelham. 


reports of 
various places. 
THE 

latter, of 

as joint 
STUDENTS’ 

A letter was read from Mr. Teevan, one 


the West-end and in 


of King’s College Hospital, — 


land, 
usual, were held both at 


in which | of the students 


does not 
held. 
receive twenty- 
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CHRISTENDOM. 
by their subject considered 
16 Similar 
ten years without 
; had any 
form required, it would have been 
with | to the n 
likely hour, Mr. He 
tional 
the Alliance for ti 
lic nor social questions were discussed at all ; the study of the Bibie. 
THE WEEK OF PRAYER IN GREAT BRITAIN. 
communications received it is grati- 
fying to learn that the Week of Prayer was ee } 
| generally observed throughout England, [re- | the City. . 
| , 


- 


~ 
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during the services. 
dresses given by the Rev. R. ©. Billing, 
Vicar of Holy Trinity, Islington ; the Rev. 
Gervase Smith, President of the Wesleyan 
Conference ; the Rev. R. D. Wilson, Minister 
of Craven Chapel ; the Rer. George Elder, 
Minister of the Presbyterian Charch, Green- 
wich; the Rev. Henry Wright, Hon. Sec. 
of the Church Missionary Society; and the 
Rev. J. P. Chown, Minister of Bloomsbary 
Chapel The Rev. Canon Aariol, the Rev. 
Dr. Nolan, the Rev. R. 8. Ashton, the Rev 
Saml. Shoobridge, the Rev. Dr. Willis (late of 
Toronto), the Rev. Robert Johnston, the Rev 
J. & Revell, the Rev. Sir T. Lushington 
Tilson, Bart., General Alexander, Admiral 


“ Families,” when the Chairman observed : 
“ The family is God's institution ; it is older 


than the Church, for there were families who | 


believed in God and’who proclaimed His 
name before there was any church. What 
the families of a nation are, will that nation 
itself be. There can be no doubt that where 


family life is disregarded or treated with con- . 


tempt, there society would show no spirit of 


union, aud would be unequal to any great |i 
demand made upon its courage and strength. | | 


It is of the utmost importance that family 
culture should become more Christian, and 
catholic, and charitable in all its sympathies. 
Let it be our first aim to bring our youth to 
Christ, that their lives may be made true in 
all their proportions, and in harmony with 
social and ecclesiastical responsibilities.” 

_ The subject of the Friday morning meet- 
ing, at the special suggestion of a distin- 
guished prelate, was “Foreign Missions,” 
and elicited warm and Christian interest. 
The Chairman, adverting to the topic, re- 


marked that the 2od Psalm clearly brought 
out what was the Divine purpose in relation 


to the subject. Wesee there that the Divine 


counsels are fixed. The decree is declared, 


prominence 
“ Ask,” it is said ; that is our 


There were large gatherings daily at the 
London Tavern. Messrs. Bevan, Pattison, W. - 
M‘Arthur, M.P., Braithwaite, and Williams 


the chair. There was a large attendance. © 
The Revs. S. Eldridge, Arch. Pattison, W. R. 
Reeve, D. R. Jones, and Mr. J. Corderoy took 
part in the devotional services ; and the Rev. 
James Davis delivered an address, in which 
he referred to the increased interest mani- 


THE WEEK OF PRAYER ON THE CONTINENT. 


The annual Week of United and Universal 
Prayer has been looked forward to by Chris- 
tians at home ani abroad with increasing 
satisfaction and hope, and has been devoutly 
observed by multitudes of persons who are in 

no way formally connected with the Evange- 


‘to the world. Such » tnion jm faith and 


lical Alliance. They rejoice, however, in, ite 
power not only to address Christiaus of all 
lands, bat to unite them with one accord at 
the same mercy-seat in supplication for bless- 
ings of deepest need both to the Church and 


ance, notwithstanding inclement weather, was 

large. Hes cheat quarter of en boss Sule 
out aus for the Lord has said,“ Ask of me, and I 

'} best known of Mesa, Moody and Sankey’s | shall give thee the heathen for thine inherit- 

q b The usual selection from the Alliance ance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for 
: thy possession.” It is an unmistakable privi- 
lege that, conscious as we are of onr own weak- 
. ness, we may realize that itis God’s determined 
t counsel that the world shall be His Son's, 

Lo and that all the evil in it shall be cast out. 

1 4 But we are not to be so satisfied upon this as 

ip to feel that nothing devolves upon us to do. 

3 duty until the 

; end of time. It is clearly our duty to labour, 

: but in a dependent and prayerfal spirit. All 
our efforts will be baffled unless God arise to 

, help. It is His to send forth the right men, 

and to stand by them amid all the difficulties | 

| of their wurk ; and-for these blessings His 
command to us is, “Ask.” The Bishop of 

Melbourne closed this meeting with the bene- 

) Fishbourne, Mr. Benbam, and Mr. Lockhart | diction. 

7 Gordon were among those who took part in 
the devotional services. 

Special interest atteched to the Wedseodey | 
topic for universal prayer, being that of | were among those w ; 

Harrison, Dr. MacKay, W. Haslam, and Dr. 
orley Punshon gave suitable addresses on 
| the topics of the day. 

| Evening meetings were also held at St. 
metropolis. 

, In connection with the South J«ndonm 

Division of the Alliance, a united prayer-meet- 
ng was held on Thursday evening, January 6, 
| Brixton ; the Rev. N. A. Garland, Vicar, in 
| 
| 
fested in the Week of Prayer, and the 
9 | gracious answers vouchsafed in various coun- 
| tries corresponding to the blessing for which 
| united supplication had been offered. 


ohammedan Powers; the spread 
the increase of godliness, extending to all 


advances. We would fain hope that 
united assemblies of the children of God 
uced among those who profess 
call themselves Christians a growing kind- 
and amity—a desire for more mani- 
union and more frequent co-operation 
in the defence and spread of the same Gospel 
of salvation. Christians who will kneel to- 
gether, side by side, in the same assembly will 
be more likely to temper their controversies 
with charity, and to put shoulder to shoulder 
in contending against common foes, and carry- 
ing the Cross into new regions for conquest. 

It is gratifying to announce that the circular 
invitations and copies for prayer, annually 
prepafed in the course of the summer, and 
approved by the European and American 
Branches of the Alliance, are each year sought 
for more numerously and extensively, so that 
larger editions issue from the press, and are 
translated and distributed over the entire 
world. The accounts which have already 
reached the Council of the Alliance are most 
interesting and gratifying. We give a few 
extracts from the communications already re- 
ceived from various places. 

GERMANY.— BERLIN. 
_ “ The invitation addressed to the Christians 
of Germany by the Berlin Committee of the 
Evangelical Alliance, at the close of the year 
1874, to unite in the observance of the 


Christians of our Fatherland met in fraternal 


and 
igious liberty and of a pure literature ; | i 


fellowship daring that first week of the new | 


yer 
ment of the present year. We asked that 
meetings might be arranged in every place, 
and that the subjects suggested in the circular 
might be specially laid in prayer before 
Lord. We have already ascertained that 
number of cities and villages in which 
Alliance Week of Prayer has been observed 
has far exceeded that of 


2. 


i 


also, three evenings in the same week, the 


meetings in the Anschar-Capelle and in the 
Briiderkirche in Altona were so well attended 


> 


BES 
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hope, in sympathy and seal, sanctified by| “ This gratifying result encouraged our com- 
us to expect this year an abandant outpouring ristians throughout Germany, in prospect 
of the Spirit of God throughont all lands, 
all the more trustfully that gracious answers 
to this universal supplication have so signally 
been given in past years, justifying not only 
the continuance of prayer, but the offering of 
universal praise. We allude, for instance, to ; 
the revivals of religion in onr own Uuited 
Kingdom and in foreign lands; the opening 
of different countries to the free circulation i 
of the Bible and the proclamation of Gospel| “In Berlin itself our committee resolved to 
truth; the downfall of slavery both-in the | hold meetings for united prayer on each day 
East and in the West; the weakening of | of the week, whereas in previous years the 
Pa tings had been held only on three even- | 
of ogs. Thousands of persons have this year . 

sought spiritual refreshwent and the strength- ) 
ening of their faith during the hours passed 
in the offering up of fervent and united 
prayer. Not only was the daily attendance 
extraordinarily large, but the addresses and 
supplications, by their earnest tone, moved 
many hearta. 
“At two of the meetings (on the 6th and 8th 
of January) the Empress of Germany was 
present. On these occasions her Majesty was | 
received by the President of the German 
land and clime!” 
th | 
greater and more cordial interest than ever 
before. During the meetings which were held 
every evening in the French Reformed Church, | 
there was scarcely room for all the people ; 
that in the latter there were sometimes more 
than 150 persons present. But the most 
satisfactory circumstances in these different 
meetings, held at the same time, was the 
ensuing January Week of Prayer, both in| cordiality that prevailed. Many of those 
town and country, was largely responded to. | who prayed or led the services in the one 
many wan cordially recived ad chureh did the same in the other, and the 
same people who attended in one church 
often present in the other. We may, 
year, hope that the Lord, who, in the 


a 
i's 
a 
it 
eek 
Vie 


\ 
j ‘ 


Mr. Van Meter, begging him | 


400 men of the association. The proceedings 
went off to the general satisfaction of those 
and to the moral discomfiture of the 
clericala, wha, if they succeeded in drawing 
away three scholars from the Evangelical 
Schools, yet served to increase their numbers 
eventually by the resentment they excited. 
The Diritto of Jan. 15 contains a letter by 
the well-known member of the Left, Signor 
Guerrieri-Gonzaza, who formerly published in 
the same paper a translation of Mr. Glad- 
stone's last pamphlet. The senator Marchese 
Alfieri wrote lately in the Opinione (a semi- 
official paper), deprecating the view taken by 
Lavelaye, rofessor in the University of Lieges, 
of the sinister effects of Catholicism, and ad- 


zaza appends to his letter a short summary of 
Lavelaye’s excellent pamphlet, “ L’Avenir des 
Natjons Catholiques.” The only fault to be 
found with this letter is that its scope 
is purely negative. The writer agrees with 


proportion that Catholicism has dragged 
sole result of these reflec- 


Catholic reaction.” Still the facts he exposes 


the people “to oppose on 
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the threatened 


for themselves, and the lessons of bis 
tory will be read differently by those who do 
not, like Gonzeza, bring to their investigations 
the preconceived notion that religion is « 
sort of panacea for a weakness of the populer 
mind. A few extracts will give an idea of 
this excellent summary :— 

“I do not think that the Latin nations are 
doomed to degenerate, by the blood which 
flows in their veins. This would be a fatal 
cause of degeneracy, it being impossible for a 
nation to change its nature or to modify its 
physical constitution. History, and especially 
contemporaneous facta, would seem to teach, 
on the contrary, that nations remaining Catho- 
lic, compared with those which ceased to be 
«0, progress more slowly, and even seem to 
retrograde ; which thing is so manifest that 
the bishops of France and the Univers, their 


‘organ, blame the Catholics for want of zeal. . . . 


When the Scotch adopted the Reformatior, 
they soon surpassed even the English. The 
climate and soil would not allow of its being 
as rich as England, yet Macaulay shows how, 
since the seventeenth century, the Scotch have 
surpassed the English in everything. Ireland, 
on the contrary, devoted to Ultramontsnism, 
is poor, miserable, agitated by a spirit of re- 
bellion, and seems powerless to rise of itself. . . 
But let us pass into Switzerland, and com- 
pare the cantons of Geneva, Neuchitel, and 
Vaud (especially before the immigration of 
large numbers of Catholics from Savoy) with 
Lucerne, the Upper Valois, and the Alpine 
cantons. The former surpass the latter in an 
extraordinary manner in instruction, litera- 
ture, fine arts, industry, commerce, riches, 
cleanliness—in a word, in civilization.” 
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} by the Monsignore, with flying banners and 
‘¢ music. The Liberals, outraged by this clerical 
+ crusade, determined on a counter-demonstra- 
Hi tion, and the Working Men’s Association sent 5 
at a deputation to 
.z to give greater pu 
by holding it in the theatre, which they put 
i at his disposal. Accordingly, on the day ap- 
i, pointed he went and found the stage arranged 
4 with great taste for the accommodation of the 
by scholars, whilst the pit was taken up by about 
We 
vocating, on the contrary, the propriety of 
priestly instruction in the schools. As the 
a & mos: effective answer to the Marchese, Gon- 
his. 
bile Lavelaye that Protestantism has always ele- 
i the social scale in the 
AMS DAVIS. Secretary. 
\ | 


